
 
 

     Englewood Chamber Mission Statement:  
 

“Dedicated to Leading Economic Growth with a Balanced Voice between Local 
Businesses,  

Residents and Tourism that Creates Opportunities for our Community.”  
 

Board Meeting … Wednesday … March 12, 2025 

Minutes 
 

Attending:  Jessica Souza, Erin Halstead, Kris Hartley, Peter Jennings, Joe Cataldo, Julie 
Beatty, Kathleen Callahan, Shane Whitmore, Janae Boyer, Francine Finucan, Lori 
Wellbaum, Chris Anders, Chris Porter 
 

Staff: Doug Izzo - Executive Director 
 

Absent: N/A 😊  
 

1. Call To Order: 8:00 am 
 

2. Approval of the February minutes: Motion: Callahan, 2nd Halstead 
 

3. President’s Report: Souza sent out an email highlighting an “Individual Self-
Assessment” form to gain a handle on what board members contribute other than 
attending the monthly meetings. Also, last week, she created a “dashboard” in 
Google Docs that Board members will have access to; Items in the dashboard are 
older Chamber documents, prior minutes, and charts to gauge our performances in 
membership, as well as liabilities and equity.  

 

4. Committee Reports:  
 

                     Leadership: Jennings reported that Education Day was very “educational”. 
                     Chris Porter & Luz Serrano-Egloff coordinated a jam-packed day at 6 different  
                     schools on five separate campuses.  

 
 



   
 
 Junior Leadership: Whitmore did not have anything to report. Doug mentioned    
  they’re nearing the goal of 20 students, and that Addison Morey will be in town   
  during Spring Break to update us on their progress.  

 
 

 Ambassador Program: On February 14th Doug Izzo and Kim Parks held an    
 ambassador meeting at the Chamber to collaborate and discuss ideas for the  
 2025 year. First FAM DAY is Friday 3/14/25 10am -2:30pm  

 
 Government: Izzo reported that Charlotte County held a meeting Tuesday,  
  3/11/25, where it was discussed that Englewood Beach, and boardwalk, may  

take another 6 months to complete! No one is pleased. Izzo also reported that  
 the 776 Median Project has a tentative meeting date of 4/17/25. Izzo will send  

out an email when that date and time are solidified. 
 

 
     Fundraising/Events: Souza didn’t have a direct report, but she brought up 

for “discussion” an idea of slating a small percentage of “disaster funds” to    
offset the extra administrative costs associated with taking in, recording, and  
distributing said funds.  
Izzo noted that we need to start thinking about the locale of this year’s   
Manasota Mystique.  
Boca Bay Club is fine, but we don’t net as much money there as with other    
venues. More to come.  

 
 Leads Group: Cataldo reported the group has produced 26 referrals, and 43    
 face to face meetings, and dollar results are still in that $8,500 range, but as  
 more of these referrals close, that number will increase. 

 
5. Financial Updates. Cataldo updated the Board that our balance sheet remains solid 

with assets and liabilities basically flat. Bottom line is up YTD compared to this time 
last year. This is due to the All-Star members’ dues hitting the books.  

 
6. Executive Director’s Report, Doug Izzo: 

a. Facebook Post: Izzo reminded everyone to share Chamber posts on Facebook. 
b. Member Dashboard: February saw 12 members drop off and 14 new members 

join; Total membership to date is 827 
c. New Member Cards: Signed by BOD attendees 
d. Upcoming Events: N/A 
e. Chamber Flex Space: The space is up and running. Izzo had a member that 

needed a little extra, so he’s “rented” time slots to this member for $150 per 
month. 



f. US Chamber Grant: Izzo applied to the US Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
looking for any form of assistance regarding hurricane relief. Low and behold the 
Chamber received a check for $5,000. Thank you Doug Izzo.. ! 

 
7. Old Business:  

a. Bank Signers: Motion: Callahan. 2nd Whitmore. To Crews Bank & Trust: please 
add Jessica L. Souza and Joe Cataldo to accounts ending in 8739 and savings 
ending in 1438. And to please remove Brian E. Pope from accounts ending in 
8739 and savings 1438. Also, to add Jessica L. Souza to account ending in 1900. 
 

b. Crews Bank & Trust CD renewal. CD APY confirmed at 3.60% for 9 months. 
 
 

8. New Business: 
a. Discussion: Flag Contest. 
b. Leadership 2025 Legacy Presentation Destiney Cunningham & Kalehli Hesse 

presented more details regarding their “Pouring It Forward” legacy event 
slated for May 3rd on W. Dearborn Street  

c. Chuck & Ann Dever Park Presentation A gentleman named Marc Ervin 
presented his vision of expanding the Chuck & Ann Dever Park to allow for 
more sports, and family activities, which in turn he said would bring more 
folks with younger children to our area. Izzo will connect him with the proper 
Charlotte County officials to gain more insight as to the reality of such a 
project.  
 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:27 am.  Motion to Adjourn: Hartley. 2nd Whitmore 

 


