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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: JON BEDNERIK or SARAH GARCIA at (941) 474-5511
8th ANNUAL LEMON BAY FEST TO BE FULL OF HISTORY & “ZEST”
Festivities to Include: Nature Cruises, the Cracker Fair, a Lemon Dessert Contest and a History of Paranormal Activity in Englewood
ENGLEWOOD, FLORIDA – January 7, 2010 – The festivities, which begin February 6, continue all week long and guarantee to be new and exciting. This year, the planning committee worked especially hard to book original activities which should attract more attendees.

Most events are free of charge. Each day, nature cruises along Lemon Bay will be available for visitors with an admission cost of $25 per person- coupons for $5 off are given to those who attend a Lemon Bay Fest program at either the Elsie Quirk Library or Englewood-Charlotte library. 
On Saturday, February 6 from 10:30 am to 11:30 am, Jack Beverland, a self-taught folk artist, will discuss the history of Florida Folk Art and the VSA Arts of Florida at the Englewood-Charlotte Library. Michael Wylde, of the Randell Research Center on Pine Island, will discuss current research and archeological work being done on Mound 5 of the Brown’s Mound Complex at Pine Island on from 2 pm – 3pm at the Elsie Quirk Library.
The Green Street Church will house the three showings of the Lemon Bay Historical Society’s The Case of the Fried Mullet & The Flopsy Mopsy and Cottontail Affair with Sam Spade. This live radio drama will open on Saturday, February 6 at 2:30 pm at 416 Green St. Tickets are $8 each or two for $10- call 941.486.9060 to reserve seats. The other showings will be February 6 at 7 pm and Sunday, February 7 at 7 pm. 

On February 8 at 10:30 am at the Elsie Quirk Library, the Southwest Florida Dulcimer Club will teach visitors about the history of and how to play the dulcimer. At 2 pm, the Peace River Ghost Trackers will take a scientific look at the history of paranormal activity in Englewood.

Visitors can check out the display of prehistoric fossils, watch corn grow before their eyes and experience how phosphate plays a part in our watershed and everyday life on the Mosaic Express Bus. On Wednesday, February 10, the bus will be at the Englewood Charlotte Library at 4 pm and the Elsie Quirk Library at 6 pm.

On Friday, February 12 at 2 pm, the Elsie Quirk Library will show a 57-minute documentary produced by Tim Long about the history of the Tamiami Trail: Escape to Dreamland. The Englewood Charlotte Library will show a 58-minute film about the history of the Florida Cracker Cowboy as told by Butch Harrison at the Tringali Community Center. 


The Cracker Fair begins Saturday, February 13 at 10 am at the Dearborn Street Fairgrounds. There will be events for the whole family: children’s carnival games, music, crafts and food vendors. Florida “crackers” were the names given to the whip-cracking cowboys of old Florida.
Judging for the Lemon Dessert Contest begins at noon and the EZ Street Band performs from 1-4 pm. Saturday Nite Live commences at 6 pm- visitors can shop, dine, play, and enjoy all Dearborn Street has to offer. 

Visitors are sure to enjoy themselves at this annual celebration as there is something for everyone this year. For more information, please visit the website: www.lemonbayfest.com, or call the Englewood-Cape Haze Area Chamber of Commerce at (941) 474-5511 or toll free (800) 603-7198.
Call 941.861.5000 for information on programs at the Elsie Quirk Library. Call 914.681.3735 for information on Englewood Charlotte Library programs. Library programs are made possible by generous donations from the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and the Englewood Charlotte Friends of the Library.

Englewood, Florida is located approximately 100 miles south of Tampa, only a three hour drive from Orlando or Miami; take Exit 191 off of Interstate 75 to get to Englewood. The town has three beautiful beaches and great weather.
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